
Triad secretary retires after 51 years 
By Craig Shirk 
Contributing writer 

NORTH LEWISBURG 
-Bettijo Welty, a name 
synonymous with Triad 
High School, retired as 
the principal's secretary Welty 
this past December, 
culminating a fulhlling 
51-year career for the North 
Lewisburg native and proud 
mother of two Cardinal alumni. 

Joining the faculty in 1966, 
she is the only employee to 
have worked for all 10 princi
pals in the school's history. And 
as public education underwent 
significant changes, Welty 
adapted seamlessly. Sharp
minded,devoted,caring, sup
portive, organized and honest, 
Welty was never a step behind. 

"There has never been 
anyone who could match her 
knowledge, dedication and 
love for the Triad community: 
said THS Principal Kyle Huff
man. "Through 51-and-a-half 
years, with students, teachers, 
administrators, board members 
coming and going ... one thing 
stayed constant at Triad and 
that was Bettijo." 

Dr. Daniel Kaffenbarger, 
THS principal from 1988 to 

2005, worked alongside 
Welty longer than any 
other principal. Cur
rently superintendent at 
the Madison-Champaign 
Educational Service Cen
ter, he fondly remembers 
Welty's wit and honesty. 
One pivotal year, to help 
Kaffenbarger renew his 

principal's licensure, Welty rou
tinely arrived early and stayed 
late to teach him various com
puter skills that she had only 
recently acquired. 

"She was a bright lady, a 
quick learner,' Kaffenbarger 
said. "If it hadn't been for Bet
tijo, I don't think I would have 
passed the computer class that 
year." 

Even for her, Welty admits 
that computers were intimidat
ing at first. 

"Now I'm fascinated by 
them,' she said. "And I love to 
work on them. I always have a 
book open on my iPad." 

Early on, Welty tackled virtu
ally all office tasks. Originally 
the lone secretary (and without 
a school nurse), she typed all 
schedules, handouts and mat
ters of correspondence, tended 
to kids' scrapes and bruises, 
counted and deposited money, 
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wrote checks, and phoned par
ents, among many other tasks. 
She stenciled paper copies with 
a mimeograph and duplicator -
which used hand cranks. 

Adapting with the times 
All time marched on, paper

work became more cumber
some with increased state and 
federal requirements for docu
mentation and reporting. None 
of it bothered Welty, who was 
too efficient to let any tasks 
bury her spirits. She became 
a master typist and quickly 
adapted to new equipment and 
software programs. In addi
tion, graduation ceremonies 
were a cherished undertaking 
for her, helping organize and 
decorate for the event each 
year. 

Said Welty, "I've always 
enjoyed my job. I especially 
liked the students. I tried to be 
a friend to them." 

For 17 years, the Welty and 
Kaffenbarger duo thrived. 

"She was very honest and 
straightforward,' said Kaf
fenbarger, adding his tenure as 
principal was his first venture 
outside the classroom. "I need
ed somebody that was going to 
be honest with me. We had a 
very good relationship." 

He had an equally lasting 
impact on Welty. 
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"I really enjoyed working 
with Mr. Kaffenbarger,' said 
Welty, adding the former 
principal made her feel like a 
valued member of the team. 
"He would listen to anything I 
had to say." 

Noted Kaffenbarger, "I look 
back on those days really fond
ly, and she's one of the biggest 
reasons why.· 

Likewise for Huffman, Welty 
was a dependable colleague on 
whom he could lean. 

"She was my right hand for 
12-and-a-half years,' he stated. 

Take off the hat, please 
Welty knew and enforced the 

rules - famously so for anyone 
caught wearing a hat indoors. 
This became her signature pet 
peeve. 

"I have been known to tell 
people about it when they 
walk into the office,' Welty 
confirmed in a coy understate
ment. 

Bruce Schlabach, a former 
Triad science teacher and 
25-year colleague of Welty's, 
said she had a way of com
manding respect. 

"It got to the point that, if 
you wore a hat anywhere in 
the building, it seemed like she 
knew it,' he quipped. 
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A friend to all with something." Champaign County Audi-

"There were many Some students just tor's Office during the 
lr students who probably needed someone to talk early 1950s, optimizing 

From page 1 would not have earned to, and Welty gladly her people skills as she 
a diploma had she not obliged when time per- helped transfer property 
taken an interest in them mitted. She stressed prop- deeds and issue dog tags. 

"If you were wearing a and kept them on the er manners, ensuring that She married her late hus-
'. hat on a Saturday morn- straight and narrow," said "please" and "thank you" band John, also a North 

ing and she wasn't there Huffman. "She is the type were used by students in Lewisburg graduate, with 
(at the school), you still of person that does a lot the office. whomshe had been wed 
felt guilty." of things under the radar When asked how teen- 62 years at the time of his ' 

Schlabach said he has beeause she 'is not inter- ' , passing in October. When agers have changed over 
never worked with a more ested in the spotlight. the years, Welty said she their sons were born, she 
supportive colleague than There have been many is encouraged by what stayed home during their 
Welty. She had a reputa- times that past gradu- she sees. However, as formative years. Then in 
tion for being superbly ates have come into the time progressed, she 1966, she took a position 
organized, prepared and school and have asked her noticed more students at the newly consolidated 
knowledgeable of the if she remembered them caJIing home so that par- Triad High School, seeing 
processes, procedures and she answers them by ents could drop off home- an opportunity to spend 
and happenings in the name because she has an work or other items they summers and holidays 
building. She was the best outstanding memory and had forgotten to bring to with her kids. 
friend to new employees, knows who they are." school. She stressed the Welty's advice for any 
a natural when it came to When Welty recounts need for responsibility. would-be secretaries look-
acclimating them to the the good times, she ing to join a school staff 
building. remembers the subtle Proud mom is simple. 

"She knew Triad ... She moments that made a an As a proud mom, Welty "Just be available to 
was Triad," Schlabach impact on students. She was thrilled to see her help," she said. "Be open 
said. "She was very orga- made it her goal to coax sons and two of her three to their problems or ques-
nized, and that helped us a smile out of students grandchildren graduate tions." 
(the teachers) stay orga- on their most rotten from Triad. None of them "I know she's going 
nized." days. During a gradua- expected nor wanted to be missed," said Kaf-

Welty boasts a keen tion ceremony, she recalls special treatment. They fenbarger. "She really is 
emotional intelligence an unexpected hug from waited in line like every- an institution there. She 
as well, according to her one such student. Welty one else, Welty assured. is Triad High School in 
former coworkers. When hardly realized her impact "She's very supportive many ways. It'll be dif-
Schlabach learned of his was felt so much. of her family," Schlabach ficult to walk into that 
father's death in the midst "It always made me commented. "They were office there and not see 
of a school day, Welty feel so much better when all hardworking. They all her behind the desk." 
offered support. a child would come into made something of their Huffman echoed those 

"She let me cry on her the office and 1 would lives." sentiments. 
shoulder a little bit, and say something, and they The youngest of three "We hated to lose her," 
1 really appreciated that," would smile," she said daughters, Welty moved he admitted, "but we are 
he said. "She was sup- of those going through from the Columbus area so happy that she now 
portive of all of us." particularly rough days. to North Lewisburg at has the time to enjoy 

Loved equally by stu- "And 1 tried to treat a young age with her retirement and her fam-
dents, Welty saw thou- all students the same, family. After graduating il I" y. 
sands graduate. And she whether they were sent from North Lewisburg 
never forgot a face. to the office for discipline High School, she worked Craig Shirk is a regular contributor 

or they just needed help briefly as a clerk in the to this newspaper. 


